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Senator Brown and colleagues
create proposal to rebuild
Americas infrastructure
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LOGAN — Improvements could be made to structur-
ally deficient bridges in Hocking County if President
Donald Trump follows through with his promise to invest
a trillion dollars in America’s infrastructure.

United States Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and
Democratic colleagues worked together to draft “A Blue-
print to Rebuild America’s Infrastructure” proposal (not
a bill) to start thinking about how it could improve the
nation’s transportation, water, housing and community
infrastructures. It could create thousands of manufactur-
ing and construction jobs in the Buckeye State, according
to Brown'’s office.

“President Trump promised a one trillion dollar invest-
ment in American infrastructure, built with American iron
and steel and made by American workers. This blueprint
would hold the President accountable for keeping that
promise — and we stand ready to work with him to make
it a reality,” said Brown. “It’s time to put Ohioans to
work rebuilding our bridges and roads.”

According to a report from Brown’s office, nearly a
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The Ohio Avenue bridge is structurally deficient and
there are plans to replace it in 2018-2019, according
to Hocking County Engineer Bill Shaw.

quarter of Ohio's bridges are structurally deficient or
functionally obsolete, In Hocking County, there are close
to 300 bridges, according to the report.

SEE INFRASTRUCTURE ON PAGE A2
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Hocking County Engineer Bill
Shaw said their office is responsible
for 261 bridges on county and town-
ship roadways. Eight of the bridges
are considered structurally deficient,
which means a bridge that has one or
more structural defects that require
attention.

“This status does not indicate the
severity of the defect but rather that
a defect is present,” said Shaw. “A
bridge in Ohio is any structure with a
span or diameter (in case of a pipe or
culvert) of 10 feet or greater.”

Shaw explained that the bridge on
Nutter Boring Road is closed and has
beén for quite some time since it is on
a “non-maintained” road. It will not be
replaced.

At other bridges, existing culverts
on Wahl Road and Bremen Road will
be replaced this year or next, accord-
ing to Shaw.

. “Also, the Ohio Avenue bridge is
structurally deficient and planned

to be replaced in 2018-2019,” Shaw
explained.“The third and eighth
bridges on Big Pine Road have some
abutment problems and we hope to
replace them this year.

“The final two bridges, the fourth
on Middlefork Road and an aluminum
box culvert on Sutton Road also have
a few structural problems, which we
will address this year but not replace,”
he shared.

Shaw wanted to note that none of
these structures are “unsafe” or need
to be closed.

He also pointed out that functionally
obsolete is a status used to describe
a bridge that is no longer by design
functionally adequate to its task. He
mentioned that a reason for this status
may be that the bridge doesn’t have
enough lanes to accommodate the traf-
fic flow.

. “We have 29 in this category. Most
-of them have been placed in this cat-
egory because of the existing bridge
width, current traffic counts, or poor
alignment. None of these have any
! structural problems,” he continued. “A
‘functionally obsolete bridge may be

perfectly safe and structurally sound,
but may be poorly aligned or not have
a enough clearance to allow an over-
sized vehicle.”

According to Shaw, a bridge with a
weight restriction or unable to carry
a full legal load, could cause serious
problems.

“These would have a chance of fail-
ure if a legally loaded truck ignored
the weight limit and crossed the struc-
ture,” he shared. “Although we had
around 188 bridges with reduced load
limits in 1980, we have none today.
We are very proud of that.”

Statewide, 1,893 county bridges fall

‘into the structurally deficient category

while 4,278 are functionally obsolete,
according to Shaw.

“And unfortunately no one is will-
ing to admit that revenues from our
existing gas tax and license fees are
far too inadequate to address the road
and bridge maintenance/construction
needs,” he said.

Shaw also went on to say he is in
full support of improving transporta-
tion infrastructure.

“However, it is important to point
out that we here in Hocking County,
and most other counties, can build
about three bridges with our local
dollars for the same cost to build just
one with federal or state dollars,” he
expressed. “It would be my hope that
any transportation infrastructure pro-
gram would pass through some dol lars
to the locals, similar to the Ohio Pub-
lic Works Commission program, SO wWe
can get the biggest bang for the buck.

“No one knows more about which
bridges need built by which method in
each county than the county engineer
in that county,” Shaw continued. “Un-
der at least one current program, the
county engineer is told which bridge .
will be replaced and at a cost three or
four times more than necessary.”

According to the Ohio Department
of Transportation (ODOT) District
Bridge Engineer Wesley Buckley,
ODOT is responsible for the inspec-
tion and major maintenance of 153
bridges in Hocking County.

Buckley said there were about 10
of those bridges that are functionally
obsolete. ;
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“A Blueprint to Rebuild America’s
Infrastructure” proposal is just a plan
and doesn’t haye specific line items.
However, Ohio has one of the nation’s
largest interstate systems and major
public transit network, which could
benefit from an investment, according
to a report from the senator’s office.

¢ Ohio has the nation’s fourth larg-
est interstate system with 6,700
lane miles.

e Ohio’s public transportation
agencies serve more than 300 000
passengers every weekday.

o An estimated 109,000 Ohioans
work in highway construction in
the state.

« An estimated $14 billion will
need to be spent to keep Ohio’s
wastewater systems up-to-date
over the next 20 years.

« Brown also highlighted several
priorities for Ohio that could be ad-
dressed through the new proposal:

» Buy America — The plan would
apply Buy America to all tax-
payer-funded public works and
infrastructure projects 1o ensure
that American tax dollars support
American materials and jobs.

o Fixing Ohio roads and bridges —
The plan calls for $210 billion for
road and bridge repairs and $200
billion for a Vital Infrastructure
Program (VIP), which would
direct money toward projects of
critical national significance.
Updating outdated sewer systems
— The plan calls for $110 billion
to modernize outdated water and
sewer systems.

Improving public transportation

— The plan calls for $130 billion
to replace and expand rail and bus
systems.

Eliminating blight and lead hazards
— The plan includes $100 billion
to address affordable housing chal-
Jenges, eliminate blighted proper-
ties that bring down local property
values, and remediate lead hazards
that put children at risk of lead
poisoning.

Rebuilding America’s schools —
The plan includes $75 billion to
help modernize America’s schools
without burdening local taxpayers.
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